
City of Beaverton Sister Cities Advisory Board (BSC) Minutes 
Feb 22 – Marketing Committee Meeting 

 

 Draft for Approval – 02/22/2016    Page 1 of 3 

 

Location:   The Beaverton Building, 3rd floor, Tualatin River Room 

Members Present 

Dennis Mai 

Dipti Kale 

Steve Galvan, Board Vice Chair 

William Deatherage, Alternate 

 

Non-Voting Present 

 Marc San Soucie, Beaverton City Council liaison  

Cynthia Lee Rozanc, City of Beaverton program staff 

 

Visitors:  YC Phan 

 

Meeting Called to Order:  By Steve at 7:20 PM.   

 

“Show, Don’t Tell” – [Councilor Marc San Soucie] 

 Arts community partners 

 Business community partners 

 Overall community   

 

Mission statement  

Encourage cross-cultural understanding and promotes educational and economic 

exchange between the city of Beaverton and our sister cities around the world. 

 

Why Sister Cities Program? 

 Must be substantive  

 Must add value 

 Improve the reputation of the City of Beaverton 

 Visitors to the US have easier access when traveling in official capacity – adds 

prestige and builds reputation of travelers 

 

Steve sent link for TED talk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sioZd3AxmnE 

 

What are other sister cities doing? 

 Send next weekly eNews from Sister Cities International to board 

 

Identify key phrases 

 Must be condensed and concise 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.youtube.com_watch-3Fv-3DsioZd3AxmnE&d=BQMFAg&c=pslXprxdtWHFBuj41-AaSLF1gHAT1_cek1PvLND777Q&r=W00G6R1GVj1R7Wkb2od_hLpuvCR8T10j6e78pR9LElw&m=9CTFVS7jo5dyS8AhwribUJQmgCSc1X9mDEJoaid8MrY&s=NWs8-imjZdKbERayxNLClCeSLplJkUcj2-J-8Jwv8zs&e=
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Action items 

 Identify partners 

o School | Language exchanges – Beaverton School District  

o Arts exchanges – Beaverton Arts, Beaverton Arts Commission, Beaverton 

Arts and Culture Foundation 

o Business – Westside Economic Alliance, Beaverton Area Chamber of 

Commerce 

 Examine exchange history 

 Ask Dr. Ozawa what benefits there are for doing the student exchanges? 

 

Concluding thoughts … 

 What we do; how we do it 

 Consider what’s NOT HAPPENING that we should be doing 

 

Follow up via eMail 

 From Dennis – phrase capturing sentiment of the program, “Sharing cultures 

enriches people’s lives beyond borders.” 

 From Tricia – Two programs a year 

o “An event in Beaverton celebrating and educating people about our 

sister cities. Whether it be an event at the future Beaverton Arts and 

Culture Center, or an expansion of the Beaverton International 

Celebration in the summer. We can change the focus every year, too. i.e., 

food festival, dance festival, etc.” 

o “One major exchange program we vote on each year. One year we can 

do a police exchange? Next year we might have a hockey exchange. 

Whatever we think and it would be good to survey our sister cities to see 

what they would be interested in. We want to be able ale to send groups 

over to sister cities and also invite them here. This will a take a lot of 

logistics.” 

 From Dennis –  

I think it would be good for the city to leverage its sister cities program to create 

business and investment opportunities that would have a positive impact on 

Beaverton's economic growth. 

 

I think a program that that is self-sufficient and ongoing would go a long way in 

fostering continuous communication and engagement between Beaverton and 

its sister cities. Economic exchange can come in a number of ways. One is trade, 

another is foreign direct investment, and yet another are industry conferences 

and professional exchanges. 

 

I'd like to touch on 2 of these. 
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1. Professional exchange – 

Beaverton seems to have several business clusters. One is engineering and IT 

sector created from the presence of nearby Intel. Another is apparel design 

that revolves around Nike and Columbia Sportswear. I haven't gotten a 

chance to check in with Beaverton's economic development office yet, but 

I'm sure there may be other clusters. 

 

With every sector, there are always new developments in the field that 

businesses can take advantage of to improve their competitiveness. The 

availability and variety of expertise in any one city is limited by the city's 

population and portfolio of businesses. By combining the professional 

resources, Beaverton and its sister cities would have better access to the best 

experts in each city. Exchanges can take the form of meetups, conferences, 

and training. These connections can happen on a regular basis. Best of all, if 

local companies and businesses see the value in this, I am sure we would be 

able to garner their support in this effort. I have a more detailed plan that I 

can share if people are interested. Don't want to make this e-mail message 

too long. 2. Direct investment 

 

2. Direct investment –  

I make visits to Malaysia and Singapore almost on an annual basis. One of the 

things I've observed is that there is a lot of construction and real estate 

development going on over there. When I read it up, I've found that much of 

this real estate development are collaborations between local and foreign 

developers. The foreign developers put in a portion of the investment, which 

not only helps provide funding for the construction of performance and arts 

centers, commercial, retail, and residential buildings, it also reduces the 

financial risk of local developers by sharing of the costs.  

 

It may be something that the city may look into if it's looking to develop its 

downtown district. 

 


